NURSERY INSPECTION REPORT 

	URN 306452 

	DfES Number: 534158 


  

	INSPECTION DETAILS

 

	Inspection Date
	25/11/2004 

	Inspector Name
	Eileen McLelland 


  

	SETTING DETAILS

 

	Day Care Type
	Full Day Care 

	Setting Name
	Park Wood Day Nursery 

	Setting Address
	97 Eleanor Road
Prenton
Merseyside
CH43 7QW 


  

	REGISTERED PROVIDER DETAILS

	Name
	The partnership of Mrs C Spreag & Mrs E Witherspoon 


  

	ORGANISATION DETAILS

	Name
	Mrs C Spreag & Mrs E Witherspoon 

	Address
	Parkwood Nursery
97 Eleanor Road
Prenton
Merseyside
CH43 7QW 


  

	ABOUT THE INSPECTION

	The purpose of this inspection is to assure government, parents and the public that the nursery education for funded three and four year old children is of an acceptable quality. Inspection of nursery education also identifies strengths and weaknesses so that providers can improve the quality of educational provision and help children to achieve the early learning goals (elgs) by the end of the Foundation Stage. This inspection report must be made available to all parents. 

If the setting has been inspected previously, an action plan will have been drawn up to tackle issues identified. This inspection, therefore, must also assess what progress has been made in the implementation of this plan. 


  

	INFORMATION ABOUT THE SETTING 

	Parkwood Day Nursery opened in 2000. It is one of two nurseries within Wirral under joint ownership and offering similar provision. It operates from a large detached house that has been converted to suit the needs of the nursery children and staff. Most of the children attending live locally and progress to a variety of schools within the area. 

Parkwood is registered to provide day care for 61 children aged from birth to five years. The nursery is open from 8 a.m. until 6 p.m. each week day for 51 weeks each year. A maximum of 40 children are accommodated on the first floor of the building. This includes 15 funded three-year-olds, most of whom attend full time. The older nursery children, including those in receipt of funding, have access to three rooms; a quiet room, a play room and a room for creative activities. In addition, there are large enclosed outdoor areas for children's use.

Three staff work with funded children and a keyworker system is in operation to enable staff to get to know children well. All of these staff have relevant childcare qualifications and they are supported by the joint owners who are both qualified primary teachers. Support and guidance is provided through the local early years partnership. 


  

	INSPECTION OF THE NURSERY EDUCATION PROVISION FOR FUNDED THREE AND FOUR YEAR OLDS.


  

	How effective is the nursery education?

	The quality of nursery education provided by Park Wood Day Nursery is very good, enabling children to make very good progress towards the early learning goals in all six areas of learning.

The quality of teaching is very good. Staff have a good understanding of the early learning goals and attend training to keep updated. A keyworker system enables staff to get to know children well and plan to meet their needs. Planning and asessments are structured around the stepping stones in the foundation stage. Staff encourage children to behave well and good relationships are evident throughout the nursery.

The leadership and management of the nurery is strong and staff know what is expected of them. The nursery owners are committed to training and supporting staff in their professional development. They are well organised and systems for reviewing provision and appraising staff are well established. The nursery has clear aims that are shared with everyone and roles and responsibilities are clearly defined. This clear structure enables staff to be effective in meeting children's needs.

The partnership with parents and carers is very good. Parents are kept well informed about their children's learning and the progress they are making. Assessment records are shared regularly with parents and good links are establisehd between nursery and home with the use of diaries and children take work home and care for the nursery mascot overnight. 


  

	What is being done well?

	· Children are enthusiastic learners who are interested in the activities provided. 

· Children enjoy books and listen well to stories. They are confident communicators and they express themselves well. 

· The use of the outdoor area and a good range of local outings help children to appreciate the natural world and gain an understanding of their environment. 

· There are good relationships with parents, who are kept well informed of their children's progress towards the early learning goals. 

· Strong leadership enables staff to be effective in helping children to make very good progress. 


 

 

	What has improved since the last inspection?

	Not applicable 


  

	SUMMARY OF JUDGEMENTS


  

	  

PERSONAL, SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT

	Judgement: 
	  

Very Good 

 

	Relationships between staff and children are good and this helps to develop children's confidence and supports their learning well. Children are interested in the activities provided and they concentrate and persevere as they use the computer and construction toys. They behave well, with staff encouraging good manners and consideration. 


	  

COMMUNICATION, LANGUAGE AND LITERACY

	 

Judgement:

  
	 

Very Good 

 

	Children are keen to discuss their activities and they express themselves well. There are good opportunities for them to recognise their names, as their coat pegs are labelled and they sit by their name cards during lunch. There are many valuable opportunities for children to recognise print, as staff provide a range of well labelled displays and write children's comments. Children enjoy writing activities. They listen attentively to stories and relate their own experiences to story events. 


	MATHEMATICAL DEVELOPMENT

 

	 

Judgement:

  
	  

Very Good

  

	Children count confidently to 10 and beyond. There are many valuable opportunities for them to match and sort objects through small world play and card games. Children point out patterns and disuss 'pairs' as they talk about Noah's ark at story time. They have good opportunities to investigate capacity and quantity as they use different sized containers in the water tray. 


	  

KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE WORLD

	  

Judgement:

  
	Very Good 

	The outdoor area and local outings are used well to stimulate children's interest in the natural world and their immediate environment. Staff help children to develop a good appreciation of time as they make connections with past events. Planned activities help children to investigate and explore changes in materials. Although there are plentiful resources overall, a limited range is made available for children's model making. They concentrate and show perseverence when using a computer. 


	  

PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT

	Judgement: 
	  

Very Good 

 

	  

Children enjoy balancing activities indoors and they display control and coordination as they make their way along the low beams. They climb the steps of the slide with ease. As they manoeuvre wheeled toys outdoors they develop spatial awareness. Staff emphasise the importance of having a healthy life style. There is a good range of resources to support children's physical development and it is used effectively. Children are learning how to handle tools, pencils and cutlery with control. 


	  

CREATIVE DEVELOPMENT

	Judgement: 
	 

Very Good

 

	Children have been introduced to a good range of creative techniques and their work is well displayed. They are enthusiastic about listening to music and responding to it by moving and singing. There a many valuable opportunities, provided through celebrations and seasonal change, for children to express their ideas. They are very imaginative as they make up their own stories. For example, children enjoy dressing up as animals and setting sail on Noah's ark. 


	Children's spiritual, moral, social, and cultural development is fostered appropriately.


	WHAT THE SETTING NEEDS TO DO NEXT

	There are no significant weaknesses to report, but considerations should be given to improving the following: 

	· the provision of opportunities for children to be independent at snack and lunch times. 

· the provision of opportunities for children to use mathematical ideas to solve practical problems. 

	 


	OUTCOME OF THE INSPECTION

	The provision is acceptable and is of high quality. Children are making very good progress towards the early learning goals. The next inspection will take place in three to four years time. 


  

